Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.060; wR factor = 0.164; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.5.
In the title molecule, C 12 H 11 NO 4 , the two acetyl groups are inclined by 71.3 (1) and 46.2 (1) to the benzene ring. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked into a chain along the c axis by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For general background on nitrile compounds, see: Jin et al. (1994) ; Radl et al. (2000) . For a related structure, see : Fu & Zhao (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Radl et al., 2000) , and they have been used as starting materials for phthalocyanines (Jin et al., 1994) . Recently, we have reported the crystal structure of a benzonitrile compound (Fu et al., 2007) . The title compound was unexpectedly obtained during our work on the nitrile compounds. Herein we report its crystal structure.
The bond lengths and angles have normal values. The O1/O2/C9/C10 and O3/O4/C11/C12 planes form dihedral angles of 71.3 (1)° and 46.2 (1)°, respectively, with the C2-C7 plane. The molecules are linked into a chain along the c axis by C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
Experimental 4-Formylbenzonitrile (0.262 mg, 2 mmol) was dissolved in acetic anhydride (5 ml) and heated under reflux for 3 h. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and the solution was filtered. The solvent was removed under vacuum from the filtrate to obtain a white precipitate of the title compound (yield 88%). Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol (15 ml) solution of the compound (100 mg) after 4 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
Special details

